Notes from An Action Focused Conversation 
10.24.23
How can I dismantle systemic racism in Greater Cincinnati?

Housing
a. Support taxes for affordable housing - income tax to create a pool of money for it
b. The Foundation Directory Online Database provided by the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County shows just how much money Cincinnati businesses give away every year.  Cincinnati companies give money annually to third world countries and receive money in return through Trade Mispricing
i. Several Cincinnati based companies could alternate devoting their philanthropic gifts and trade mis-pricing revenues, totaling at least $50 Million to fund 439.  On “off years” (not funding 439) they can give their money to whomever they choose.  Every three or four years, a group of 3 or 4 Cinti companies would use the money they would ordinarily send overseas to Fund 439. The next year another group of companies would fund 439.  Any surplus should be invested to grow and take the program to self-sustainability.
c. Challenge the NIMBY (Not in My Backyard) attitude
i. Research the benefits of mixed income living 
d. Attend community council meetings
e. Look up the zoning laws in your neighborhood
i. How can they be altered to be more inclusive?
ii. Talk to your neighbors
iii. Create a campaign to adjust the zones
f. Get involved in your homeowners association 
a. What rules could be adjusted to create more 
b. Can you invite in banks who help provide mortgages to low income folks? 
2. Vote! 
a. For politicians that support all income levels
3. Education
a. Host neighborhood or community events on tenants rights or how tos on home ownership 
b. Utilize community service providers to spread the word
c. HOME - Housing Opportunities Made Equal
4. We are experiencing an increase in immigrant populations
a. Bring “Welcoming a Stranger” Presentation Welcoming the Stranger" 
b. available to faith communities and neighborhood council meetings  - request via Linda Ford at lford6529@gmail.com


Spiritual
a. Get involved with interfaith traditions, organizations and faith social justice orgs
i. Equasion
1. Festival of Faiths - attend
ii. MARCC
iii. Kids 4 Peace
iv. Ohio Council of Churches
v. Thirdway Peace Fellowship 
b. Being out in community – moving out of the worship space and inviting people into the worship space
i. Meals with people you don’t know – meals across neighborhoods (Bob Ivory)
1. How can you create a meal to share with neighbors or people from another part of town?
c. Internal work
i. Listening sessions in your church - Create space for conversations within your own church 
1. What would it mean if racist and a good person were not mutually exclusive?
ii. Explore the history and stories of our own churches 
1. How can you share this story with your congregation? In a non shameful way? 
2. Explore the question: Why do people of color have their own worship spaces?
3. Make it interactive - get members involved
iii. Religious entities (the power structures) have enabled more racism rather than bringing awareness 
1. Find ways to publicly acknowledge this and create ways to move forward
d. Get rid of white Jesus 
i. Use a new image
ii. Stain the other places he appears in the church 
e. The worship space as a resource hub
i. Identify needs of the surrounding community 
ii. Parish RNs - health fairs, screenings 
1. Bring a mobile health unit 
iii. Provide mental health services that are on a financial scale
f. Educate faith leaders on racism 
i. Who is the best messenger for this? Who has an in? What is the best vehicle? 
g. Dismantle sexism and patriarchy in church 

Messaging and Fear
a. Get out of your comfort zone
i. Attend cultural events that are different from your own
ii. Go to a pot luck
iii. Join a book club
b. Learn history
i. Find stories that feature different perspectives 
c. Learn about trauma 
i. Decolonizing Trauma Work by Renee Linklater
ii. My Grandmothers Hands by Resmaa Manaken
iii. Tim Fletcther
d. Address racism through relationships 
i. Create space for vulnerability sharing
e. Learn to be uncomfotable
i. Learning Zone Model
f. ”speak up ,speak out”
i. Where are we hosting events? In white spaces? In Black spaces? How would it be different if the location were different?

Education
a. Put school values (anti-racism) in syllabi and school mission
b. Create a thank you campaign to teachers and admin for including multicultural and diverse books and curriculum
a. Create facebook groups that are positive 
2. Volunteer in schools - Family Engagement and Parent Advocates 
a. Cultural awareness training or days (provide food and childcare)
b. Resources from OSU 
c. Integrated Schools Community "Through outreach, advocacy, and community building to mobilize families - particularly those who are White and/or privileged - to practice antiracist school integration." 
d. Parents for Public Schools 
3. Skill Building
a. Courageous conversations training
4. Working on school funding
a. Educate people on how schools are funded
b. Find orgs who are working on the issue	Comment by John Calhoun: All In For Ohio Kids - Fair School Funding Plan https://www.allinforohiokids.com/vision
c. Tell your legislators 
d. Research economists plans
5. Utilize and support public library services 
6. Donate Supplies
7. SURJ - Showing up For Racial Justice
a. All in For Students
8. Red Wine and Blue
9. Heartfelt Tidbits study buddies 

Criminal Justice 
a. Join campaigns to chip away at the system
i. Ending the death penalty
1. No Death Penalty Ohio Coalition
ii. Cash bail
1. The Bail Project
iii. Housing eligibility improvements for felons - advocate to change the laws
iv. Restructuring police procedures/protocols 
1. Examples: end qualified immunity, end no knock warrants
a. Ohio Families Unite Against Police Brutality 
b. Social Actions
i. Catholic Mentoring Programs
1. Example: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/program/welcome-home-reentry-program-prison-ministry-2/
2. *recruit people from the community to mentor others – people who were previously incarcerated
ii. Hope’s Journey
iii. Aftercare programs

Health Care
a. Support medical care for everyone 
b. Community partnerships with healthcare providers
c. Recruit people of color to work in healthcare
i. How can we influence or change admissions processes?
ii. How can schools work with local communities?  
iii. Invest in programs that lower disparities and improve preventative care 
iv. Create a pipeline for jobs through partnerships with local schools
d. Doctors out in community >> neighborhood tours 

Voting
a. Join groups and organizations
i. Cincinnati Voting Collaborative 
ii. Moms Demand Action
b. Campaign to make voting easier for the people
i. combat voter suppression 
1. Ex: League of Women Voters
ii. write postcards and letters to state rep 
iii. Stay informed on social media 
c. ”People not Politicians” - End Gerrymandering
i. Common Cause ballot initiative to set up a nonpartisan committee to create districts 
d. Get out the vote
i. Canvas Ministries 
ii. Set up carpools for election day  

Economics  
a. Microloans for businesses and individuals 
i. Right Sharing of World Resources
b. MORTAR - volunteer or donate
i. 501c3 organization - business development service 
ii. It provides historically marginalized entrepreneurs access to resources to start and run successful businesses
c. Trade Education
d. Urban League Program
i. Financial education
ii. Savings incentives 
e. Support Black Businesses
i. Create a group that goes out once a month to support a local business 
ii. Black Businesses in Cincy
iii. support the African American Chamber of Commerce
iv. Christmas Bazaar(across from Sugar and Spice) 
1. www.hallebration.com at 4400 Reading Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45229
f. Support public schools
g. Support raising the minimum wage 	Comment by John Calhoun: Raise the Wage Ohio is currently collecting signatures for a statewide ballot initiative to raise the min wage $15/hr https://raisethewageoh.org/
i. Example: https://raisetheminimumwage.com/
h. www.blackcincinnati.com 
i. Support Reparations
i. Evanston, IL 
ii. Money from the sale of the railroad should go into Fund 439 - minimum of $150 million 
1. support this by reaching out to city council
2. Read more here
j. Support Universal Basic Income
i. Ex: https://basicincome.stanford.edu/about/what-is-ubi/


Continuing Education and Resources for Creating You Own Community Conversations
1. Georgetown University Podcast
2. West End Stories Project 
3. Me and White Supremacy Journal 
4. YWCA Racial Justice Challenge 
5. Laboratories for Autocracy by David Pepper 
6. Race and the City Cincinnati 1820-Present Project (raceandthecity2019@gmail.com)




