Next Sunday, Sept 29 – Rev. Frank Carpenter - William Ellery

Channing Preaches "Unitarian Christianity" in the Age of American
Slavery. We will explore the relevance of Wm. Ellery Channing’s Unitarian

Christianity for today’s debates on slavery and racism. This 1819 ordination
sermon is foundational for our American Unitarianism. A leading Liberal
Boston preacher of the day, he presents some of our concepts. We read the
Bible as we would read any other book. In that time slavery and King
Cotton were omnipresent. Calvinists taught predestination, the damnation
of infants and other forms of mystification. Channing however said the
separation of the elect from the “abandoned of God,” was nothing more
than pride, the will to power. The poor, including the enslaved, partake of
universal human dignity. Some of Channing’s highest examples in life were
enslaved Africans.
The Flowers this Morning are from Mary Tarbell-Green in honor of the
Fall Equinox, which is tomorrow on 9/23. Welcome to this season of
Change, Balance and Letting Go.
Sunday Morning Volunteer Program (MVP) Team Four is handling
the duties of greeting, ushering, providing coffee service and clean-up
today. Team Four is led by Jenny Krueger. She is joined by Shannon
Disbennett, Patty Kelly, Scott Kelly, Morita Marmo, Tim Kraus, Denys
Steele, Carol Lloyd, Mary Mark, David Johnson, Jan Connelly and Mike
Krueger.
Sound Technician: Doug Rohrer
Assistive Listening Devices for people needing hearing enhancement are
available at the rear of the sanctuary.
All are invited to write their Joys and Sorrows in the book at the back of
the sanctuary.
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Gathering
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Turn the World Around
Harry Belafonte

Chalice Lighting Excerpt from The Long Walk to Freedom
Nelson Mandela
Vision Song
We are a liberal religious haven, welcoming wonder, and spiritually free. We’re
sustained by a loving tradition, moved and inspired by the future we see. Boldly
seeking and working for justice, gently transforming lives through deeds great
and small. Young and old, sharing meaning and mission, we joyfully offer our
vision to all!
Shelley Jackson Denham
Greeting One Another
Hymn

#1010 We Give Thanks

Story for All Ages
Story for All Ages
Singing the Children Out #413 Go Now in Peace

Sharing of Concerns
Sharing of Joys and Sorrows

Concerns of the Larger Community
Ritual
Meditation
Meditation Response Hymn #95 There is More Love Somewhere
There is more love somewhere.
There is more love somewhere
I’m going to keep on ‘til I find it.
There is more love somewhere.

Commitment
Offering
Offertory

I am Willing
Holly Near

Receiving
Reading
Musical Interlude
Sermon

Pianosong
Paul Halley
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Returning
Hymn

#1017 Building a New Way

Extinguishing the Chalice
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community or
the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.
Elizabeth Sella Jones
Benediction
Postlude

I’ll Fly Away
Arr. Mark Hayes

ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS
Welcome! We’re happy you’re here today. Stop by the Welcome Counter as
you entered the building for a pre-stamped info card to complete at home
and mail back– or fill out a card if you have time this morning. We’ll send
you our newsletter and information on what’s happening at First Church.
Thinking about joining First Church? Watch this space for information
about upcoming Getting to Know YoUU sessions with Rev. Connie. If you
have questions about membership in First Church, please contact Carol
Lloyd, 513 515 6891; calloyd1102@gmail.com.

TODAY
Today in Sunday School, your child in Prekindergarten and kindergarten
will learn that it is our differences that make us unique. Your first to third
grader will explore the concept of covenant. And, your Fourth or Fifth
grader will travel to Russia to hear the Slavic creation story. The Junior and
Senior High will attend the service.
Today’s Family Faith Development Volunteers: Barbara Dickerson is in
VIP, Kate Wells in Infants/Toddlers. Melissa Shaver in Prekindergarten
and Kindergarten, Faith Maynard and John Roach in First to Third, Sallie
Barringer and Jo Ellen in Fourth and Fifth.
The Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray is the ninth president of the Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA). She was elected in June 2017 to a six-year
term. She has served as lead minister of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Phoenix since 2008. She previously served as minister of First
Unitarian Universalist Church of Youngstown, Ohio, where she was a leader in congregation-based community organizing efforts and served as intern
at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Nashville, Tennessee. After leading the UU response to Arizona’s anti-immigrant laws in 2010, she became
lead organizer for the Arizona Immigration Ministry and a key organizer of
the 2012 Justice General Assembly. She graduated from the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, and Harvard Divinity School. She lives with her husband, the Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray, and their son.
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Service Notes
September 22, 2019
Prelude: Turn the World Around by Harry Belafonte - Actor and singer
Harry Belafonte (b. 1927) is primarily known for performances of calypso music. In 1977, he released Turn the World Around, an album interpreting the
songs of other cultures. He described the title song as follows: "I discovered
that song in Africa. I was in a country called Guinea. I went deep into the interior of the country, and in a little village, I met with a storyteller. That storyteller went way back in African tradition and African mythology and began to tell
this story about the fire, the sun, the water, the Earth. He pointed out the
whole of these things put together turns the world around. That all of us are
here for a very very short time. In that time that we're here, there really isn't
any difference in any of us, if we take time out to understand each other. The
question is: Do I know who you are, or who I am? Do we care about each other? Because if we do, together we can turn the world around."
https://www.songfacts.com/facts/harry-belafonte/turn-the-world-around
Chalice Lighting: From Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela (1918 – 2013) was a South African anti-apartheid
revolutionary, political leader, and philanthropist. After serving 27 years in
prison for conspiring to overthrow the government, Mandela served as President of South Africa from 1994 – 1999. He was the country’s first black head
of state. His government focused on dismantling the legacy of apartheid by
tackling institutionalized racism and fostering racial reconciliation. This
morning’s chalice lighting comes from the closing paragraph of Mandela’s 1994
autobiography Long Walk to Freedom. https://www.nelsonmandela.org/
Hymn #1010: We Give Thanks by Wendy Luella Perkins - Singersongwriter Wendy Luella Perkins is a hidden gem on the Canadian folk music
scene. Her songs offer glimpses into the simple joys and small tragedies of dayto-day living. Folks can’t help but sing along to her catchy choruses, which
leave listeners with good vibrations all-around. Born in Halifax, Wendy Luella
spent her growing-up years in Nova Scotia, the most formative ones on a small
farm near Shubenacadie. Inspired by the melodic stylings of Joni Mitchell, the
sing-along activism of Pete Seeger and the intimate storytelling of David
Francey, Wendy Luella weaves a tale so true, that it often brings a smile or tear
as it resonates with the listener’s own life stories. Her performances are lovely
and lively—full of funny anecdotes, warm intimacy and plenty of chances for
the crowd to join their own voices with hers.
Ordained as a Unitarian Universalist minister in 1999, Wendy Luella has committed her life to spiritual deepening, community-building and progressive so-

cial change. While she spent several years in congregational and denominational ministry, her vocation is now lived-out mostly in the community, focusing
on food and music. http://www.wendyluellaperkins.com/bio.php
Hymn #413: Go Now in Peace by Natalie Sleeth
Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992) was a United Methodist composer of choral music
and sacred and inspirational verses. She wrote this piece after attending an
Orff instruments workshop. The text is based on Luke 2:29.
Meditation Response: Hymn #95 – There is More Love Somewhere This tune is named for Steven Bantu Bike, a South African activist. Educated
at St. Francis College in Natal and Natal University, he was one of the first
South African blacks to attend a major university. Biko felt that Blacks had not
yet realized the psychological imprisonment into which they were locked and
that such a consciousness, coupled with a Black alliance, would help free Black
South Africa. He founded the South African Students’ Organization, which
called for self-reliance and self-respect. On August 18, 1977, Biko was arrested
under the Terrorism Act and was beaten to death during twenty-two hours of
interrogation. The official report was that he died of a hunger strike. Between the
Lines, Skinner House Books, 1995.
Offertory: I Am Willing by Holly Near - Holly Near (b. 1949) has been
singing for a more equitable world for well over 50 creative years. She is an
insightful storyteller through her music, committed to keeping the work rooted
in contemporary activism. One of the most powerful, consistent, and outspoken singers of our time, her concerts elevate spirits and inspire activism. A
skilled performer, Holly is an outspoken ambassador for peace who brings to
the stage a unique integration of world consciousness, spiritual discovery, and
theatricality. Holly’s joy and passion continue to inspire people to join in her
celebration of the human spirit. Equally compelling at her shows and through
recordings, Holly’s music fully engages listeners in the world around them—
speaking to anyone who believes in peace, justice, and feminism; a wonderful
spectrum of humanity. She describes I Am Willing as a “powerful hymn of
hope and tradition.” https://www.hollynear.com/
Musical Interlude: Anthem by Paul Halley - The winner of multiple
Grammy Awards as principal composer and keyboardist for the Paul Winter
Consort, Paul Halley (b. 1952) was Director of Music of The Cathedral of St.
John the Divine, New York, New York and then Founder and Director of the
choirs, Chorus Angelicus and Gaudeamus, Torrington, Connecticut. He relocated to Halifax, Nova Scotia in 2007 to become Director of Chapel Music at
the University of King's College. http://www.paulhalley.com/
Hymn #1017 – Building A New Way - Building a New Way was written in
1986 by singer composer Martha Sandefer (b. 1952). Sandefer is a member of
the group Work o’the Weavers, a tribute group that replicates the music of folk

group The Weavers. The Weavers were an American folk music quartet based
out of the Greenwich Village area in New York City. They sang traditional folk
songs from around the world, as well as blues, gospel music, children's songs,
labor songs, and American ballads, and sold millions of records at the height of
their popularity. Their style inspired the commercial "folk boom" that followed
them in the 1950s and 1960s, including such performers as The Kingston
Trio, Peter, Paul, and Mary, The Rooftop Singers, The Seekers, and Bob Dylan. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Weavers. The version in Singing the
Journey was arranged by Jim Scott (b. 1946).
Postlude: I’ll Fly Away by Albert E. Brumley, arr. By Mark Hayes
Albert E. Brumley composed I’ll Fly Away in 1929. He recalled that he was
picking cotton and singing a popular song, “If I Had the Wings of an Angel.”
Suddenly, he thought about flying away. He later said, “Actually, I was dreaming of flying away from that cotton field when I wrote ‘I’ll Fly Away.’” More
than 100 of Brumley’s songs have been recorded by countless singers.
https://www.staugustine.com/article/20151231/LIFESTYLE/312319967.
Today’s performance is an arrangement by Mark Hayes, an award-winning
concert pianist, composer, arranger and conductor. His personal catalog, totaling over 1,200 published works, includes work for solo voice, solo piano, multiple pianos, orchestra, jazz combo, small instrumental ensembles, and choruses of all kinds. Whether concertizing on the other side of the globe or composing at his home in Kansas City, Missouri, Mark is blessed to live out his mission "to create beautiful music for the world." https://markhayes.com/aboutmark.html

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon, Sept 23, 11:30 a.m. – Meditation in the Sanctuary led by Fran Turner.
Bring a brown bag (or your choice of container) and join the group afterwards
in lunch and conversation.
Fri. Sept. 27 – 6:15. p.m. –Parents' Night Out is an opportunity for parents to
practice self-care while children build community. Registration required: https://tinyurl.com/y24t64ue.
Sun., Oct 6, 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary - The Six Sources Discussion with
Rev. Connie, originally scheduled for the end of September, has been moved to
this date and time. No registration required. Childcare provided.
Sharing Circles is currently taking signups, through Sept. 29. These discussion groups, which meet once a month at a standing time and location, align
programming across ministries (e.g. Worship and Adult Faith Development),
deepen connections among participants, and invite spiritual growth. This
year's monthly themes will be our six sources. Registration required.
https://tinyurl.com/y2do7pq4"

