The flowers this morning are from Dot Christenson to celebrate her 80th
birthday.
Next Sunday, Sept 30, Tim Kraus – Universalism and First Church – this
Sunday we will explore our Universalist roots.
Sunday Morning Volunteer Program (MVP) Team Four is handling
the duties of greeting, ushering, providing coffee service and clean-up
today. Team Four is led by Jennifer Krueger. She is joined by Tim Kraus,
Carol Lloyd, Joe Busby, Jan Connelly, Mary Mark, Beth McGrew, David
Johnson, Denys Steele and Mike Krueger.
Today’s Family Programming Volunteers: Laura or Brett Pipitone in
Infant-Toddler, Jana Albritton in PreK and Kindergarten, Kari Morehouse
and Kara Uhl in First to Third, Meredith Plummer and Sallie Barringer in
Fourth and Fifth, Dick Bozian in the Junior High and Jeffrey Hildebrand in
Senior High.
Sound Technician: David Johnson
Assistive Listening Devices for people needing hearing enhancement are
available at the rear of the sanctuary.
All are invited to write their Joys and Sorrows in the book at the back of
the sanctuary.
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Gathering
Welcoming and Announcements
Prelude

Dan Schneider

Joy
George Winston

Call to Worship

Jera Cox

Rev. Connie Simon

Chalice Lighting
Vision Song
We are a liberal religious haven, welcoming wonder, and spiritually free. We’re
sustained by a loving tradition, moved and inspired by the future we see. Boldly seeking
and working for justice, gently transforming lives through deeds great and small. Young
and old, sharing meaning and mission, we joyfully offer our vision to all!
Shelley Jackson Denham
Greeting One Another
Hymn

#126 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Story for All Ages
Story for All Ages

The Almond Tree

Meredith Plummer

Singing the Children Out #413 Go Now in Peace

Sharing of Concerns
Sharing of Joys and Sorrows
Concerns of the Larger Community

Rev. Connie Simon

Candle Lighting
Meditation
Hymn

#1013 Open My Heart

Commitment
Offering
Dan Schneider
We draw water from wells we did not dig; we pick fruit from trees we did not plant.
This is as it should be, so long as we dig and plant for those who come after us.
Offertory

Simple Gifts
Arr. Clif Hardin

Jera Cox

Receiving
The Message, Part 1
Anthem

That was Then

Dan Schneider and
Rev. Connie Simon

Do Not Leave Your Cares at the Door
Elizabeth Alexander
The First Unitarian Singers

The Message, Part 2 This is Now: What We Leave Behind
Rev. Connie Simon

Returning
Hymn

#1028 The Fire of Commitment

Extinguishing the Chalice (in unison)
Dan Schneider
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community or the fire
of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.
Elizabeth Selle Jones
Benediction
Postlude

Rev. Connie Simon
Sunlight
Arr. Mark Hayes

Jera Cox

ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS
Welcome! We’re delighted you’re here today. Stop by the Welcome
Counter (as you entered the building) for a pre-stamped information
card that you can complete at home and mail back to us – or fill out a
card if you have time this morning. With that information we can send
you our newsletter and information on what’s happening at First
Church.
Want to find out about Unitarian Universalism and First Church? Come
to “Getting to Know YoUU,” an informal session with Rev. Connie
after the service on October 21. Get your questions answered and
meet other visitors searching for a church home. No RSVPs needed and
childcare is provided. Come to the Fisher Room – the room just beyond
the coffee – around 11:15. For questions, please contact Carol Lloyd,
513 515 6891 or calloyd1102@gmail.com.

TODAY
Today at 11:15 a.m. – First Church Annual Meeting. All members are
encouraged to come and hear an update on how the church is doing. If
you are a member of First Church, but have not yet attended a congregational meeting, you may establish your voting rights for voting at future congregational meetings by attending this meeting. You will be
asked to sign-in at this meeting to verify your attendance.
Today in Sunday School your PreK and Kindergartner will learn that
cooperation means helping each other. Your first-third grader will hear
the story of Peter Clarke and explore ways in which they are similar and
different from each other. The fourth - fifth graders will go on a UU
Pilgrimage. Upstairs, the Junior High will jump into their new curriculum and the Senior Highs will plan for the new year with their new
Youth Advisor, Kristin Orr.
Pick up your new Directory today – one per family please!
Please browse in our bookstore outside the sanctuary. All books are
donated - 100% of the money goes to the church.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon, Sept 24, 11:30 a.m. – Meditation in the Sanctuary led by Fran
Turner. Bring a brown bag (or your choice of container) and join the
group afterwards in lunch and conversation.
Wed. Sept 26, 5:45 p.m. - Join in First Church conviviality and good
food at the pre-vesper potluck. Bev Baker for Community Builders;
513.478.9465, bev.baker87@gmail.com
Fri., Sept. 28, 6 p.m., - in the Ellen Hall Room. the district will be hosting an Onboarding Workshop for the entire congregation. This is another opportunity for you to get to know Rev. Connie, for Rev. Connie
to get to know you and for all of us to start planning our future together.
Everyone ten and older is invited to participate. Childcare will be offered
for children from birth to nine years of age. Dinner will be provided for
everyone. You have received an invitation through Evite this week.
Please respond so that Rev. Connie and the planners can get enough
food for everyone.
Sun., Sept. 30, 11:30 a.m. – Join us in the Kurdish Program presented
by native Kurds with a Kurdish lunch sponsored by the Peace Committee. Our speakers will present background and explain the present
turmoil effecting their people which greatly concerns them. If you have
already told us that you plan to come, please see Ann Black after the
service so we can make an accurate food order. All are welcome. Invite
friends! Ann Black 513-563-8467, annblack@cinci.rr.com
Sun., Oct 28 – 4 p.m. - Mark your calendar now for Reverend Connie
Simon’s installation! This joyous occasion will mark First Church’s
commitment to our new minister. We are especially fortunate that former First Church member and UUA president Rev. William Sinkford
will be present. A reception will follow. Stay tuned for more details. You
won’t want to miss this! Rev. Simon Installation Committee: Tim Kraus,
Linda Miltner, Barb Rider, and Patricia Rohrer.
Anticipating some larger crowds on Sundays, we have secured additional parking. Our neighbors, Children’s for Children, at 520 Linton
Street, have graciously agreed to allow us to park in their lot on Sundays
through the end of September. Carrie Spiess, 513.281.0039,
operations@firstuu.com

Wonder Questions

Share the Plate for
Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Greater Cincinnati
Description of where contribution would be going:

•

What are some of the things you do that
take future generations into consideration?

•

What makes it difficult to take action that
benefits the future?

•

How has your appreciation of thinking
ahead changed over the years?

Local data shows that for every Cincinnati family that
gets into emergency shelter, there are four more in need
of help that cannot get it because all the shelters are full.
More than 1,500 families are turned away each year,
forced to double up on couches, sleep in cars, or stay in
places unfit for human habitation. Though IHNGC
works diligently to assist as many families as possible, the demand for
services continues to remain high, especially in the summer. The Solutions for Family Homelessness plan, which was developed by a coalition
of local partners including IHNGC, identifies an increase in demand for
family homelessness services during the summer months specifically.
Many homeless families stay with relatives prior to entering shelter, and
these individuals may be more apt to turn away families during the summer when children are out of school.
Recognizing the trend towards increase shelter demand in the summer,
IHNGC joined with Churches Active in Northside (CAIN), Strategies
to End Homelessness, and faith partners to pilot a summer expansion
to serve more families. The summer expansion has allowed the existing
Emergency Shelter program to assist up to four more families at a time
and has served a total of 12-16 additional families each year since it began. To the parents that IHNGC serves, nothing is more important
than finding a safe place to stay together with their kids. Families stay
overnight at CAIN’s Grace Place, a house in College Hill, and a mix of
volunteers from local congregations and paid staffers prepare meals and
stay with families overnight each evening. IHNGC utilizes a First Student bus contract and taxis to transport families between Grace Place
and the IHNGC Day Center, where they access case management services, basic necessities and other supports.
Funding received goes toward the added cost of transportation, food
and weekly building use fees provided to CAIN in support of the partnership.

