Next Sunday, March 24 – Rev. Connie Simon preaches - Greatness
Through Service – “Everybody can be great because everybody can
serve.” The words of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. continue to inspire
us more than 50 years after his death. Join us as we explore the importance
of service as a core value of life.
The Flowers this Morning are from Mary Mark for all Irish people and
wannabe Irish. Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Sunday Morning Volunteer Program (MVP) Team Three is handling
the duties of greeting, ushering, providing coffee service and clean-up
today. Team Three is led by Linda Miltner. She is joined by Sallie Barringer,
Gabe Conley, Laurie Frank, Barbara Homlar, Jack Niehaus, Denise Olden,
Ann Retford and Fran Turner.
Sound Technician: David Johnson
Large Print Orders of Service are available at the back of the Sanctuary.
If you don’t see them, ask an usher.
Assistive Listening Devices for people needing hearing enhancement are
available at the rear of the sanctuary.
All are invited to write their Joys and Sorrows in the book at the back of
the sanctuary.
Wonder Questions
•
•
•

If you were "the divine" where would you hide?
What happens when you quiet the outside world and look within
yourself? Do you find the divine, or do you find criticism?
How do you know the divine?
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Gathering
Welcoming and Announcements
Prelude

Rondeau
Jean Joseph Mouret

Chalice Lighting
Vision Song
We are a liberal religious haven, welcoming wonder, and spiritually free. We’re
sustained by a loving tradition, moved and inspired by the future we see. Boldly
seeking and working for justice, gently transforming lives through deeds great
and small. Young and old, sharing meaning and mission, we joyfully offer our
vision to all!
Shelley Jackson Denham
Greeting One Another
Hymn

#90 From All the Fret and Fever of the Day

Story for All Ages
Story for All Ages
Singing the Children Out
You bring us hope and help to see our future world that’s yet to be.
You teach us much as years go by. You are our strength, our joy, our pride.
Dot Christenson

Sharing of Concerns
Sharing of Joys and Sorrows
Concerns of the Larger Community
Ritual
Meditation
Hymn

The Visit
Jane Kenyon
#123 Spirit of Life

Commitment
Stewardship Moment
Offering
Offertory

Sapphire
H.A. Vandercook

Receiving
Sermon

Community of Silence

Returning
Hymn

#352 Find a Stillness

Extinguishing the Chalice
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community or
the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.
Closing Words
Postlude

Wendell Berry
Chorale
Johannes Brahms

ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS
Welcome! We’re delighted you’re here today. Stop by the Welcome
Counter (as you entered the building) for a pre-stamped information
card that you can complete at home and mail back to us or fill out a card
if you have time this morning. Then we can send you our newsletter and
information on what’s happening at First Church. Want to find out
about Unitarian Universalism and First Church? Come to “Getting to
Know YoUU,” an informal session with Rev. Connie next week on
March 24 before the service at 8:45 in the Fisher Room (just beyond the
coffee). Get your questions answered and meet other visitors searching
for a church home. No RSVPs needed and childcare is provided. For
questions, please contact Carol Lloyd, 513.515.6891 or
calloyd1102@gmail.com.
Ready to join First Church? If you’ve attended a Getting to Know
YoUU session or have been a member of a UU church elsewhere and
are interested in joining First Church, please contact Carol Lloyd. The
next opportunity to join is during the services on March 24 and May 19.

TODAY
Today in Sunday School your prekindergartner and kindergartner will
learn about the origins of St. Patrick’s Day. Your first to third grader will
explore how nature influenced the architectural designs of Unitarian
Frank Lloyd Wright. Your fourth and fifth grader will learn the religious
significance of St. Patrick’s Day. Upstairs, your junior high youth will
explore spiritual concepts through art and discussion, while your senior
high youth explores ethics in everyday life.
Today’s Family Programming Volunteers: Infant and Toddlers –
Katie Campbell; Prekindergarten and Kindergarten – Jan Connelly; First
to Third grade – Shannon Conrey and Dot Christenson; Fourth and
Fifth – Beth Lutz and Rose Conley; Junior High – Rozy Park; Senior
High - Karen Rohrer.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon, March 18 (and every Monday), 11:30 a.m. – Meditation in the
Sanctuary led by Fran Turner. Bring a brown bag (or your choice of
container) and join the group afterwards in lunch and conversation.
Wed., March 27, 5:45 p.m. Potluck dinner – join First Church friends
for good food and conviviality. 7:00 p.m. – Vespers.
Thurs., March 28, 6 p.m. in the Ellen Hall Room - In five years, Avondale will look totally different. Come to a presentation by William Witten, Principal of Web Ventures, LLC on Thursday, March 28 at 6
p.m. in the Ellen Hall Room to learn about the plans for the Uptown
Innovation Corridor, the Children’s Hospital expansion and the new
Avondale Town Center.
Sat., April 6, 4 – 8 p.m. - Come one, come all to a multigenerational
Game Night! All are welcome - elders, families, and young adults alike.
Can’t stay the entire time? No worries. Come when you can, leave when
you must. There will be a potluck at 6 p.m., so bring your favorite dish
to share! No need to bring a game, as plenty will be available, but if you
have a favorite game you wish to share with others, then by all means
bring that too! Childcare is available for infants and toddlers upon request. Please RSVP for childcare to Patty Kelly at
kelly.psps@gmail.com by Wednesday, April 3.
Choose to Make a Commitment to the Church During the Stewardship Campaign. 40% of the congregation have pledged as of March
13 and we are a little over halfway to our goal. We are pleased with the
response so far. If you have not pledged yet, you can pledge after a
Church Service today. Tim Christy and Alice Schneider will be at a table
just outside the sanctuary with all the materials you will need. We answer
questions too! Alice B. Schneider, alschneid3@aol.com

Discerning Our Mission and Vision

You should have received an invitation to attend a mission
and vision workshop at one of these times: Sat., April 13, 9
a.m. to noon - noon; or Sun., April 14, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.;
or Fri., April 26, 6-9 p.m. or Sat., April 27, 9 a.m.- noon. All
will take place in the Ellen Hall Room, and food and drink
will be provided. If you did not receive the invitation, you can
RSVP for one of the times to Board President Dan Schneider at danschneider1227@yahoo.com or at 513-652-8966.
Teens and adults are welcome to participate. Please let us
know if you need childcare for younger children.
We will participate in hands-on interactive activities that will
help us discern our values, mission and ends. The Board of
Trustees will report our findings to you at the May 19 congregational meeting, and the process will continue beyond that
meeting.

