Next Sunday, Dec. 16 - Toward Resiliance and Hope: Hiking,
Illness and Life – Elizabeth Grover - Elizabeth Grover has been living
with Parkinson's disease for over twenty years, but she has been hiking for
over fifty years. This has given her time to reflect on some of the principles
that guide hikers. These principles apply not only to hiking but to life in
general and can encourage us through difficult situations and empower us
in a way that promotes resilience and brings hope.
The Flowers this Morning are from Lee Koehler in memory of Sue
Koehler.
Sunday Morning Volunteer Program (MVP) Team One is handling the
duties of greeting, ushering, providing coffee service and clean-up today.
Team One is led by Alice Schneider. She is joined by Jean Phillips, Gladys
Warren, Mary Smith, Richard Smith, Chuck Schneider, Al Lloyd, Gary
Gebhart, John Tensing and Mary Tensing.
Sound Technician: Sallie Barringer
Assistive Listening Devices for people needing hearing enhancement are
available at the rear of the sanctuary.
All are invited to write their Joys and Sorrows in the book at the back of
the sanctuary.
Today’s Family Programming Volunteers: Infant and toddlers - TBD;
Casey Titschinger – prekindergarten and kindergarten; Mimi Gingold and
Faith Maynard – first to third; Becky Sanchez and Lou Boyle – fourth to
fifth and Beth Duff, Junior and Senior High
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The Music of Gwyneth Walker
December 9, 2018
Rev. Connie Simon
Jera Cox, Director of Music

The Music of Gwyneth Walker
December 2, 2018
Rev. Connie Simon
Jera Cox, Director of Music
Meredith Plummer, Director of Family Programming
Noriko Matsui, Piano; First Unitarian Singers
Welcoming and Announcements
Prelude

The Tree of Peace
Gwyneth Walker/John Greenleaf Whittier

Chalice Lighting

This is the Hour

Vision Song
We are a liberal religious haven, welcoming wonder, and spiritually free. We’re
sustained by a loving tradition, moved and inspired by the future we see. Boldly seeking
and working for justice, gently transforming lives through deeds great and small. Young
and old, sharing meaning and mission, we joyfully offer our vision to all!
Shelley Jackson Denham
Hymn

#1059 May Your Life be as a Song

Story for All Ages

Mitten Tree

Singing the Children Out
You bring us hope and help to see our future world that’s yet to be.
You teach us much as years go by. You are our strength, our joy, our pride.
Dot Christenson
Sharing of Joys and Sorrows
Concerns of the Larger Community
Meditation
Response

Be Thou My Vision
Gwyneth Walker

Offering
Offertory

All My Trials
Gwyneth Walker

Gwyneth Walker Introduction
Come and Go with Me to that Land
Crossing the Bar
Every Life shall be a Song
To Everything there is a Season
Hymn

#1020 Woyaya

Extinguishing the Chalice
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community or the fire
of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.
Elizabeth Selle Jones
Benediction
Postlude

Into the World Singing
Dawn Skjei Cooley
I Will be Earth
Gwyneth Walker

ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS
Welcome! We’re delighted you’re here today. Stop by the Welcome
Counter (as you entered the building) for a pre-stamped information
card that you can complete at home and mail back to us – or fill out a
card if you have time this morning. With that information we can send
you our newsletter and information on what’s happening at First
Church.
Want to find out about Unitarian Universalism and First Church? Come
to “Getting to Know YoUU,” an informal session with Rev. Connie
today, after the service. Get your questions answered and meet other
visitors searching for a church home. No RSVPs are needed and childcare is provided. Come to the Fisher Room – the room just beyond the
coffee – ten minutes or so after the service ends. For questions, please
contact Carol Lloyd, 513.515. 6891 or calloyd1102@gmail.com.

TODAY
Today in Sunday School, your pre-kindergartener or kindergartener will
discover that Christmas is a time for sharing and caring. Your first to
third grader will learn about Unitarian choir director and composer
James Pierpont, who wrote the beloved classic Jingle Bells. And your
fourth and fifth graders will explore the Catholic celebration of St. Lucia
Day. Upstairs, the Junior and Senior High will be exploring spiritual
themes through discussion and art.
The First to Third Grade Class has been learning about Unitarians,
Universalists, and Unitarian Universalists who have made a difference. They want to make a difference too. They’ve chosen to raise money for the American Red Cross. As part of their fundraising efforts, they
will be selling refreshments after the service today.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fri., Dec. 21 – 5:45 p.m. - Please join us as we celebrate the winter solstice. A pagan tradition that is thousands of years old, the solstice marks
the start of the solar year, the return of the light and the rebirth of the
sun. Join us at 5:45 for dinner and a brief worship service featuring a
parade of light, great music and celebration.
Sun., Dec. 23, 10 a.m. - The Worst 12 Days of Christmas Ever: - “It was
Joy’s sixth Christmas, but it would be Sam’s first. Joy knew this year
would surely be the worst.” Join us for an intergenerational service
which pokes fun at a First Church tradition and honors the joys and sorrows that come with family.
Mon., Dec. 24, 6 p.m. – O Holy Night – Christmas Eve at First Church our Christmas Eve celebration will begin with a community sing of our
favorite Christmas carols (including, of course, the Twelve Days of
Christmas!) and transition into a contemplative service featuring even
more music and stories that will conclude with us singing “Silent Night”
by candlelight.
Mark your calendars now for our annual Heart and Hand Auction at 6
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 9. Enjoy an evening of fun that includes both
silent and live auctions, a restaurant raffle and much more! We are looking for donations from businesses. If you have a suggestion, contact
Susan Christy, Auction Chair - 859.441.0171 or
susan.christy42@gmail.com

WONDER QUESTIONS
• What
• What
• What

does it take to reconcile with someone?
non-material gift can you give this holiday season?
does the Mitten Tree mean to you?

Ability ~ Class ~ LGBTQ+ Gender Identity ~ Race ~ Cultural Identity
Within each of our target areas, Opening Hearts seeks to:
(1) provide education and support for individuals to uncover and resolve their own biases toward
people who are different;
(2) raise awareness and understanding of these issues in our congregation and community;
(3) connect with, and learning how to be allies, accomplices and advocates for those who are
oppressed; and
(4) ensure that First Church is physically and spiritually welcoming and accessible to all who come
through our doors.
In addition, we will work toward successful completion of the Accessibility Inclusion Ministry (AIM)
Certification and renewal of our expired certification as a UUA “Welcoming Congregation.”

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS!
Sun., Jan. 6

11:30 – 1:00

Tues., Jan. 8
Sun., Jan. 13

7:00 – 8:30
8:15 – 9:45
11:30 – 1:00
7:00 – 8:30
7:00 – 8:30
7:00 – 8:30
11:30 – 1:00

Tues., Jan. 22
Tues., Jan. 29
Tues., Feb. 5
Sun., Feb. 10
Tues., Feb. 12
Sun., Feb. 17

7:00 – 8:30
8:15 – 9:45
11:30 – 1:00

Brittany Packnett, 2018 General Assembly Ware Lecture
Film and Discussion (Childcare provided)
Listening Circle
Listening Circle
Listening Circle
Book Discussion – White Fragility (pt. 1)
Book Discussion – White Fragility (pt. 2)
Book Discussion – White Fragility (pt. 3)
Microaggressions Presentation and Discussion
(Childcare provided)
Listening Circle
Listening Circle
Listening Circle

Want more information? Contact any member of the Opening Hearts Team:
David Johnson ~ Linnea Lose ~ Patricia Rohrer ~ Rev. Connie Simon

